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Basic Airway Assessment
Awake and asleep assessments



4 Airway Assessment Procedures
under GA
DISE/Flexible bronchoscopy
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Rigid Ventilating Bronchoscopy (Diagnostic and Therapeutic)

Suspension MicroLaryngoscopy (Therapeutic)



1. DISE
Drug Induced Sleep Endoscopy





DISE Tips

ÅPosition: neutral supine

ÅPrep: no cophenylcaine to avoid false decongestion

ÅAnaesthesia should mimic sleep (dexmedetomidine)

ÅFocus on nasopharyngeal, oropharyngeal and hypopharyngeal 
variation during collapse



2. Laryngoscopy 
Basic diagnostic assessment of the larynx (and trachea and primary bronchus)

Tools, Techniques, Tips?



Telescope 
2.7mm or 4mm
0 or 30 degrees 

Camera & 
Light Lead  

Laryngoscope

Tools

Suction
- Rigid, or
- Soft  

Mouth guard

Antifog

Atomizer for Lignocaine



Technique

ÅAnaesthesiology: 
ÅTubeless anaesthesia
ÅSpontaneous ventilation via nasal or oral catheter or ETT
ÅNasal prongs HiFlo
ÅTHRIVE (Transnasal Humidified Rapid Insufflation Ventilatory Exchange)
ÅOther

ÅTopical lidocaine via atomizer

ÅLaryngoscope and suction

ÅEndoscope/Hopkins Rod

ÅPalpation of arytenoids and inter-arytenoid space.

















Tips

ÅPositioning: Shoulder roll vs flat

ÅTeeth guard vs raytec/gauze/swab, 

ÅBase of tongue and supraglottis position & appearance affected by 
laryngoscopic retraction

ÅVocal fold movements dependent on depth of anaesthesia

ÅPositive pressure ventilation influence appearance of larynx & trachea



3. Rigid Bronchoscopy
Diagnostic and Therapeutic Assessment of the Airway

Retrieval of foreign body, biopsy, cauterization, laser, etc.







Rigid Bronchoscopes
Different sizes & lengths  

Tools
Bronchoscope Light Prism Light lead Camera

Side port

Bridge

Endoscope

Ventilation


